
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3- 1 450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/839,309 



04/23/2001 



Fumiaki Ito 



5514 7590 11/01/2006 

FITZPATRICK cella HARPER & SCINTO 
30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA 
NEW YORK, NY 10112 



35.C15311 



2780 



EXAMINER 



OPSASNICK, MICHAEL N 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2626 

DATE MAILED: 1 1/01/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



rH%*li%JI[s Cuff I ffl&f y 


Application No. 

09/839,309 


Applicant(s) 

ITO ET AL. 


Examiner 

Michael N. Opsasnick 


Art Unit 

2626 





-- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 3 7 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 . 1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 10/18/2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1,3-1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ladd et al 
(6269336) in view of Chung et al (6115686) in further view of Lin (6381597) . 

As per claim 1, Ladd et al (6269336) teaches: 

"a document processing apparatus comprising: document obtaining means for 
obtaining a document written in a predetermined markup language from a designated 
source rule identification information means" as the network access apparatus of the 
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system allows the user to access (i.e., view and/or hear) the information retrieved from 
the information source (col. 3 liens 40-42). The information can be stored in a database 
of the information source which can include text content, markup language document or 
pages (col. 1 1 lines 42-45) 

"rule selecting means for selecting a rule defining voice input/output contents 
from a plurality of predetermined rules" as the parser unit receiving the information from 
the network and parsing according to syntax rules (Col. 12 lines 18-20). The markup 
language can include elements that describe the structure of a document or page, provide 
pronunciation of words and phrases, and place markers in the text to control interactive 
voice services. The markup language also provides elements that control phrasing, 
emphasis, pitch, speaking rate, and other characteristics. (Col. 16, 12-16, and fig. 6; the 
dialogue section of fig. 6 contains both input candidates and output contents, which may 
also include instructions to fetch additional elements via SQL calls - col. 41 lines 45-50). 

"document analyzing means for analyzing a designated range of the document 
obtained by said document obtaining means based on the rule selected by sad rule 
selecting means to fetch voice output contents, voice input candidates, and designation 
information for designating a next processing object corresponding to each voice input 
candidate" as the interpreter unit determines the net state or step based upon the structure 
of the dialog and the input from the user. When the interpreter unit transitions to a new 
dialog or page is then sent to the network fetcher (col. 13 lines 55-59); 

"voice outputting means or voice outputting the voice output contents fetched by 
said document analyzing means" as the TTS unit of the VRU server receives textual data 
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or information - the TTS unit processes the textual data and converts the data to voice 
data or information (col. 9 lines 3-10); 

"voice recognizing means for voice recognizing the voice input by the user" as 
the ASR unit of the VRU server provides speaker independent automatic speech 
recognition of speech input or communication from the user (Col. 9 lines 27-30); 

"controlling means for checking the result of recognition by said voice 
recognizing means against the input candidates fetched by said document analyzing 
means to control obtainment of a document by said document obtaining means or next 
analysis by said document analyzing means based on designation information 
corresponding to the input candidate matching the recognition result" as the interpreter 
unit can transition from state to state (i.e., step to step) within a tree structure (i.e., a 
dialog) of a markup language document or can transition to a new tree structure within 
the same dialog or another dialog. The interpreter unit determines the next state or step 
based upon the structure of the dialog and the input from the user. When the interpreter 
unit transition to a new dialog or page, the address of the new dialog or page is then sent 
to the network fetcher (col. 13 lines 52-59). 

Ladd does note explicitly teach a rule selecting means for selecting a rule 
corresponding to the "extracted rule identification information. . . .stored in a memory. . . .in 
the obtained document. However, Chung et al (61 156868) teaches an HTML parser 
outputting HTS control rules to the HTS control parser wherein the HT control parser can 
receive four different types of rules (intonation, audio data rule, enunciation rule, and 
terminology translation rule (Figs. l-5b, 22, 24; col. 6 liens 9-61). Therefore, it would 
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have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
incorporate into Ladd the rule selection means as taught by Chung et al (61 1 5686) 
because it would provide a system that can accommodate HTML documents with nested 
HTML textual tags and enunciate symbols correctly depending on context. 

As per claim 1 , the combination of Ladd et al (6269336) in view of Chung et al 
(61 15686) does not explicitly discuss predetermined tags (and identification of such), 
however, Lin (6381597) teaches the use of predetermined tags to be used in a comparison 
against identified tags (col. 10 lines 23-30) and reverting back to an identifying step when 
relevant information is lacking (col. 1 1 lines 44-57). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of document identifier to modify the 
combination of Ladd et al (6269336) in view of Chung et al (61 15686) with 
predetermined identifier tags because it would advantageously discard unneeded 
information during the identification process (col. 1 1 lines 50-57), which would 
accelerate search time and perform database updating more often (Col. 2 lines 55-63). 

As per claim 3, the combination of Ladd et al (6269336) in view of Chung et al 
(6115686) in further view of Lin (6381597) teaches the markup language document 
including tags ( Ladd et al (6269336), col. 16 lines 29-31). 



As per claim 4, the combination of Ladd et al (6269336) in view of Chung et al 
(61 15686) in further view of Lin (6381597) teaches selecting a predetermined rule if the 
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rule identification information cannot. ...in the obtained document ( Chung et al 
(61156861 parser 22, mapping table 41 , parameters 42, and audio table 43); 

As per claim 5, the combination of Ladd et al (6269336) in view of Chung et al 
(6115686) in further view of Lin (6381597) teaches the network fetcher receives the 
address of the new dialog or page ( Ladd et al (6269336), col. 12 lines 10-14; col. 13 lines 
55-59). 

As per claim 6, the combination of Ladd et al (6269336) in view of Chung et al 
(6115686) in further view of Lin (6381597) teaches the network fetcher retrieving 
markup language documents ( Ladd et al (6269336), col. 12 liens 10-14). 

As per claim 7, the combination of Ladd et al (6269336) in view of Chung et al 
(61 15686) in further view of Lin (6381597) teaches the communication node allowing 
the user to selecting a particular speech recognition model ( Ladd et al (6269336) ,col. 6 
lines 25-36; col. 24 lines 12-65). 

As per claim 9 ? the combination of Ladd et al (6269336) in view of Chung et al 
(61 15686) in further view of Lin (6381597) teaches output to be presented to the user 
( Ladd et al (6269336) ,Col. 18 lines 32-36) as well as user input ( Ladd et al (6269336) , 
col. 18 lines 56-58); 
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As per claims 10,1 1, the combination of Ladd et al (6269336) in view of Chung et 
al (6115686) in further view of Lin (6381597) teaches DIALOG encompassing 
PROMPT elements that define voice output contents and input elements that define input 
candidates ( Ladd et al (6269336), col. 16 line 63 - col. 17 line 15). 

As per claim 1 2, the combination of Ladd et al (6269336) in view of Chung et al 
(6115686) in further view of Lin (6381597) teaches a high speed data link such as a Tl 
telephone line ( Ladd et al (6269336), col. 5 lines 39-42). 

Claims 13-15 are method/computer readable medium claims that are similar in 
scope and content to the apparatus claims presented in claims 1,3-12 as noted above; 
therefore, claims 13-15 are rejected under similar rationale as presented above against 
apparatus claims 1,3-12. 

Response to Arguments 



4. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Examiner notes the introduction of the Lin reference to 
address the new claim limitations pertaining to predetermined tags. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Opsasnick, telephone number (571)272-7623, 
who is available Tuesday-Thursday, 9am-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Richemond Dorvil, can be reached at (571)272-7602. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

mno 
10/28/06 

Klichael N/Opsasnick 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2626 



